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tioned, they were always a hindrance in spile of the best of motives, ,
They would insist on surrounding, if not mounting, the cars. They
would insist on walking in front and obstructing the passage.
They did not know how to march in step. They would not walk
in twos. It was most difficult to pass instructions to them. It is high
time they were thoroughly organized and were instructed to follow
certain rules.
CHAIRS OUT OF PLACE
As a rule now, one rarely sees chairs at public meetings. They
are all in the open air. A little platform with or without canopy is
generally improvized in the centre. As I cannot speak standing,
a chair is as a rule provided for me, and therefore naturally for my
companions. These chairs mar the harmony of the surroundings*
I suggest the use of the simple old square table for me to speak
from. We can certainly revive the old art in keeping with our
simple and natural surroundings. I was pleased to observe
throughout the tour, that for covering and decoration khadi only
was invariably used.
"ETHICS OF DESTRUCTION"
Bada Dada (Dwijendranath Tagore, Shantiniketan) has sent
me the following, upon reading the article headed "Ethics of Des-
truction"1. It is naturally a source of joy to me that one so venera-
ble and learned should agree with the ethical position taken up
by me in opposition even to those whose opinion I value and res-
pect. The reader will be glad to find that in Bada Dada we have
a rishi who in his quiet seclusion follows the national movement
with the avidity of a young man of five and twenty, and is cons-
tantly thinking of it and praying for its success. Here is the letter:
There was a merchant who suddenly became bankrupt, and was
reduced to utter poverty; at the same time his wife was bed-ridden, suffer-
ing from acute rheumatic pain. There was an apothecary who dealt in
patent medicine and always wanted cash payment from his customers. A
doctor friend came to see the lady, and at the same time her daughter
also came from her father-in-law's house to see her sick mother and
brought with her a ten-rupee note so that she might buy the patent
medicine which could cure her pain immediately. She handed over the
note to the doctor, and told him to get the medicine from the apothecary's
shop which was near at hand, and went back. The doctor said that the
medicine, no doubt, would give her instant relief, but at the same time
1 Dated 1-94921